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yards each nicely and neatly.   Nothing but first class work will be
accepted from the Mayoress of Calcutta.

With love to you all.

Tours sincerely,

M. K, GANDHI

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

133.   SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, MADARIPUR^

June 13, 1925

It is dangerous, this association with fallen sisters, especially
for young men. All that you need do is to entrust the work to
your women, guiding them from a distance. The volunteers in
their address asked me to tell them how they could push on their
work. They are all under the vow of ahimsa, and as ahimsa is
love, I can show them where they can concentrate all their
energies with love as their weapon. Let them plead with the
men who corrupt themselves and these women, let them open
these men's eyes to the bestial, diabolical character of their
offence, and wean them from their evil ways. Let them form a
Ladies Volunteers League for the reclamation of fallen women
and work through them. You have said in your address that
Madaripur has been marked out by Government as the chief
among revolutionary centres. Well, nothing short of a revolu-
tion is needed amongst the women of India to fight this evil and
may Madaripur lay the foundation of that revolution.

Young India, 25-6-1925

134.   SPEECH AT PUBLIC LIBRARY, MADARIPUR

June 13, 1925

In reply to the address Mahatmaji said that he was very much pleased
with the address that was just presented to him and thanked the Honyi,
Secretary for it. He spoke very highly of the girl who took so much pains to
beautify the nice bamboo casket with coloured khaddar and locally hand-
spun yarn. From the synopsis supplied to him by the Secretary, he was glad
to find that the Library possessed a good number of books and quite a large

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's account of Gandhiji's tour in BengaL
GaadfeIJi referred to the fallen sisters, some of whom were spinning in a corner
of the meeting.